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This year is the 400th anniversary of William 
Shakespeare’s death and as a tribute to the bard 
we have devised a programme of music not only 
of settings of Shakespeare but of other notable 
literary figures too. The programme is wide-
ranging: from classical to popular and from the 
serious to the frivolous. We couldn't have a 
literary-themed concert without some literature 
interspersing the musical numbers. I am 
delighted therefore to welcome James Wilson 
and Ellen Denning, our readers for the 
evening, to provide some thought-provoking and 
amusing excursions through the world of words. 

 
Mark Hewitt 
Musical Director 
 

Welcome to Bridport Choral Society’s Spring Concert 2016
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Mark Hewitt Peter Parshall

Mark Hewitt was born in Staffordshire in 1970.  From 1988 to 1993 he 
studied composition at the Royal Northern College of Music and from 
1997 to 1998  at Manchester University where he gained a Masters 
Degree in Music. In 2008 he trained as a music teacher (with drama 
as a second subject) at the School Centred Initial Teacher Training 
Course based in Devon. During his time in Manchester he has been a 
visiting tutor at the Royal Northern College of Music (Visiting Tutor in 
Electro-Acoustics) and a tutor in composition at Chetham’s School of 
Music. Re-locating to the Isle of Skye in 1997, Mark further developed 
his passion for music education by forming with other local musicians 
‘Sound Company’. ‘Sound Company’ aimed specifically to broaden 
young people’s experience of music, drawing from all musical traditions, 
to foster creativity and creative exploration. Mark gained his PGCE in 
2008 and has since taught at various secondary schools in Dorset and 
was a lecturer in music at Exeter College. Since 2009, Mark has worked 
as an A’ level examiner for Edexcel. He also is an expert reviewer for 
Zig-Zag Education (an editor for A level music teacher resources). 
Further information about Mark’s work and compositions can be found 
at www.mark-hewitt.co.uk

Organ Scholar of Westminster College, 
Oxford, between 1990 and 1993, Peter 
studied the organ with David Saint at the 
Birmingham Conservatoire. In 1994, he 
was appointed Director of Music at St Mary 
Magdalen Church, Oxford, where, in 1997, 
he was instrumental in the establishment 
of a professional eight-voice choir, together 
with the commissioning of a new organ for 
the church. He also held professional posts 
at Westminster College, Oxford (Director 
of Chapel Music) and at Christ Church 
Cathedral, Oxford (Organist to the Cathedral 
Singers of Christ Church) and was an 
accompanist to the Royal School of Church 
Music’s Southern Cathedral Singers. He has 
taught on RSCM residential courses based at the cathedrals of Oxford, 
Durham, Canterbury and York and also at Oakham school.

Peter was co-ordinator of the Royal School of Church Music in Ireland 
between 2004 and 2011 with responsibility for the development of the RSCM 
on the island of Ireland, together with the implementation of its programmes 
of education and training. In addition to his post with the RSCM, he held 
posts at Christ Church Cathedral, Dublin and was Organist and Director of 
Music at the church of St Bartholomew, Clyde Road – now the only parish 
church in Ireland which maintains a choir of boys and men in addition 
to a thriving girls’ choir. He was an external examiner for the Royal Irish 
Academy of Music and remains an examiner for RSCM choral awards. In 
addition to maintaining a private teaching practice, he is a tutor for the Lyme 
Regis Organ School, Director of Music at Axminster Parish Church, Director 
of RSCM Voices West, Guest Director to the Axminster and District Choral 
Society, Axminster and Yeovil Chamber Choirs and Accompanist to Bridport 
Choral Society. He is the co-editor of the choral anthology, Weddings for 
Choirs, published by Oxford University Press, and a contributor to the New 
Dictionary of National Biography, also for Oxford University Press. As a 
composer, Peter has been commissioned by choirs in the UK, Ireland and 
the USA and his music has been performed on the BBC and RTÉ networks.
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Programme Interval

William Walton 

Reading

Anonymous

Reading

Walton

Reading

William Mathias

    
Reading

  
John Addison  

 
Reading 

 
Henry Purcell  

 
Reading 

 
Ronald Binge  

March from ‘Henry V’ (organ solo)

Adapted from Shakespeare's 'Prologue, Henry V.'

Agincourt Carol ‘Deo Gracias Anglia’

Extract from W.C. Sellar and  R.J. Yeatman ‘1066 
and all that’: ‘Henry V an ideal King….’

3 Pieces from Richard III: 1.March 2. Elegy 3. 
Scherzetto (organ solo)

Edith Sitwell ‘Still Falls the Rain’

3 pieces from ‘Shakespeare Songs’ Op. 80:

Dirge from Cymbeline
Lawn as White as Driven Snow
Sign no more Ladies

Shakespeare Sonnet 130 ‘My Mistress’ Eyes’

'O mistress mine' from ‘Twelfth Night’ (soprano solo)

John Keats ‘On the Sea.’

‘Full Fathom Five’ (soprano solo and chorus)

Robert Browning 'Home Thoughts, from Abroad.'

‘Where the Gentle Avon Flows’

Reading 

  
Leonard Bernstein 

 
Reading 

  
Cole Porter 

   
Reading 

   
Andrew Lloyd-Webber 

Gabriel Fauré

    
Reading

   
Claude-Michel 
Schoenberg

Reading

   
Reading

   
Andrew Lloyd-Webber 

Extract from Shakespeare's 'Romeo and Juliet.' 
(The balcony scene)

Medley from ‘West Side Story’.

Robert Graves  ‘A Slice of Wedding Cake. 

I hate men' from ‘Kiss Me Kate’ (soprano solo)

T.S. Eliot  ‘Macavity: The Mystery Cat’

Choruses from ‘Cats’

     
arr. Martin Setchell‘Sicilienne’ from "Pellet 
Melisande" (organ solo)

Extract from Bill Bryson's 'Neither here Nor 
there.'

Medley from ‘Les Miserables’

Godfrey Rust 'Notes for a biography.'

Extract from Monty Python's 'Life of Brian.'

Medley from ‘Jesus Christ Superstar’

Mark Hewitt  -  Musical Director
Anna-Maria Geare  -  Soprano Solo
Peter Parshall  -  Organ soloist and Accompanist
Ellen Denning and James Wilson  -  Readers
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Anna-Maria Geare Ellen Denning

James Wilson

Singing became Anna-Maria's 
musical instrument of choice 
having persuaded her piano 
teacher to teach her singing 
instead! Following principal roles in 
Weymouth Grammar School Gilbert 
and Sullivan productions, she has 
enjoyed performing both principal 
and chorus roles in many Societies 
including Weymouth and Taunton 
Operatic Societies, Somerset and 
Dorset Chamber Operas as well 

as soloist for Casterbridge Male Voice Choir and Bridport Choral Society. 
Anna-Maria is also enjoying making melodious 4 part harmony sounds with 
the Decadettes at events and weddings locally.

Her musical interests are diverse – from Humperdinck to Handel, Gilbert and 
Sullivan to Rodgers and Hammerstein with favourite roles including Lady 
Jacqueline in ‘Me and My Girl’, Tuptim in ‘The King and I’, and Josephine in 
‘HMS Pinafore’ and a part written for her – Mrs Evelyn Bond in a new, locally 
written musical ‘Tyneham – no small sacrifice’. 

Anna-Maria Geare 
 

Singing became Anna-Maria's musical 
instrument of choice having persuaded her 
piano teacher to teach her singing instead! 
Following principal roles in Weymouth 
Grammar School Gilbert and Sullivan 
productions, she has enjoyed performing 
both principal and chorus roles in many 
Societies including Weymouth and Taunton 
Operatic Societies, Somerset and Dorset 

Chamber Operas as well as soloist for Casterbridge Male Voice Choir 
and Bridport Choral Society. Anna-Maria is also enjoying making 
melodious 4 part harmony sounds with the Decadettes at events and 
weddings locally. 
Her musical interests are diverse – from Humperdinck to Handel, Gilbert 
and Sullivan to Rodgers and Hammerstein with favourite roles including 
Lady Jacqueline in ‘Me and My Girl’, Tuptim in ‘The King and I’, and 
Josephine in ‘HMS Pinafore’ and a part written for her – Mrs Evelyn 
Bond in a new, locally written musical ‘Tyneham – no small sacrifice’.  

 

Born and brought up in West Dorset, 
Ellen has been treading the boards 
since the tender age of three when 
she first danced in Bernard Gale's 
Bridport Pantomime. She became 
incurably hooked on Shakespeare 
and all things theatrical when she 
played Puck in Colfox School's 
outstanding 1976 production of A 
midsummer Night's Dream, just 
one of many and varied roles in 
school,college and local amateur productions. While bringing up her two 
children, she spent many happy years working as a teaching assistant at 
Burton Bradstock primary school. More recently, Ellen and her partner have 
been taking a"grey gap" break, living aboard their boat and sailing in the 
Mediterranean.

James is the youngest son of Bishop Leonard 
Wilson, Bishop of Singapore during World 
War 2, and then Bishop of Birmingham. 
He was born in Australia in 1942 and studied 
Classics at Winchester College. He tried (and 
failed!) to win a Choral Scholarship to Queens 
College, Oxford, in spite of some coaching from 
John Carol Case at the Birmingham School of 
Music. After a career as a Chartered Surveyor 
and Chief Executive of the Bournville Village 
Trust, he and his wife (who died of cancer 
eight years ago) retired to live in Bridport 
in 2002. He has sung as a tenor with Parnham Voices and Beaminster 
Singers, and then took time out to obtain a BA in Literature with the Open 
University. For the last three years he has been the narrator at concerts by 
Parnham Voices. His passions include theatre, opera, cricket and rugby, 
and researching his own, and other peoples, family history.



Why Not Join Us?

Our Thanks Go To...

Christmas Concert

Bridport Choral Society has been a part of the local community for 
over a hundred years. We love to sing and enjoy contributing to 
the variety and wealth of music and leisure to be found in Bridport. 
We are always happy to welcome new singers to our friendly 
group. There are no auditions - all we ask is your enthusiasm and 
commitment. We perform a wide range of music, catering to many 
tastes. Our rehearsals are held on a Monday evening at 7.30 pm in 
the Bridport United Church Hall, East Street. If you would like any 
further information please contact our Secretary: Chris Walliker email: 
cwalliker@btinternet.com. We look forward to seeing you.

•	All our sponsors and advertisers, we are extremely grateful.
•	Bridport Music for selling our tickets to the public.
•	The Bridport United Church for the use of their facilities for  
  rehearsals and our performances.
•	Everyone who has been involved in this May's concert.
•	You, our audience, for your continued support.

Saturday 10th December 2016, 7.30 pm
Bridport United Church, East Street

The Musical Director Recommends: 

Luxury Accommodation
Cask Ales - Dining

Situated above the village of
Askerswell, Dorset on an old road
called Spyway, this interesting
old smuggler's inn, said to be
haunted, dates back to 1745
when it was first licensed,
Nestling in beautiful countryside,
the rear beer garden provides
magnificent views, stunning
scenery and a beautiful family
area to relax in the sun.

Dining at Spyway is heavenly. Head
Chef Dave Parkinson was formerly in
the navy and from the moment he
established himself here at the
Spyway he has been winning new
fans from near and far. Dave has
such variation in his cooking serving
traditional English dishes with a
European twist to fine gourmet.
Offering local produce and keeping it
seasonal Dave continues to ofler
exciting dishes time and time again.
Alongside him is Christy Cornish a
local girl who has established herself
as the confectionary champion,
anfihing from her homemade
heavenly sticky toffee pudding to the
finest crdme brulee has left guests
pondering over their next choice next
time round.

The Spyway lnn
Askerwell

Dorchester
Dorset. DTZ 9EP

T: (01308) 485250
E: spywaytim@hotmail.com

W: www.spyway-inn.co.uk

"Brilliant food, friendly
people, and good beer too.
No praise is too high forthis

place...a little gem in the
middle of nowhere"
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Angel Carers (UK) Ltd   15a South Street, Bridport, Dorset, DT6 3NR - 01308 459204 
CQC Registered No : D550002744 - Dorset County Council Registered - Registered Company No : 6335256 

 
 
 
 
 
 

DOMESTIC 
 

 CLIENT 
 

 RECORD KEEPING FILE 
 

Client Name ______________ 
 
Date of Birth _____________________ 
 
Month / Year ______________ 

 

Established in 2006, Angel Carers
(UK) Ltd is a community-based

care service that offers a range of
care and support options in the

comfort of your own home.

24-hour care

15a South Street, Bridport
DT6 3NR

01308-459204

70O-year-old BridgeHouse is a magical,
Dorset country house hotel full of

character - the product of generations
of history passing through its doors.

Unique boutique style at the heart of
Beaminster. Whether it's the fabulous

food or a relaxing chair by a log fire, we
look forward to welcoming you.

Afternoon Teas
Dinners from 7pm-9pm

3 Prout Street, Beaminster. DT6 3AY
01308-862200

We	can	offer	you	a	full	range	of	services	to	
help	you	at	every	stage	of	your	tenancy.

Tel:		01308	427361

Email:		andy.potter@palmersnell.co.uk
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